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of a political man; and that what he may presume
to offer on the subject of religion, may perhaps be
perused with less jealousy and more candour, from
the very circumstance of its having been written by
a layman, which must at least exclude the idea,
an idea sometimes illiberally suggested to take off
the effect of the works of ecclesiastics, that it is
prompted by motives of self-interest, or of pro-
fessional prejudice.

But if the writer's apology should not be found in
the work itself, and in his avowed motive for under-
taking it; in vain would he endeavour to satisfy his
readers by any excuses: he will therefore proceed,
without further preamble, to lay before them a
general statement of his design.

The main object which he has in view is, not to
convince the sceptic, or to answer the arguments of
persons who avowedly oppose the fundamental doc-
trines of our religion; but to point out the scanty
and erroneous system of the bulk of those who be-
long to the class of orthodox Christians, and to con-
trast their defective scheme with a representation of
what the author apprehends to be real Christianity.
Often has it filled him with deep concern, to observe
in this description of persons, scarcely any distinct
knowledge of the real nature and principles of the
religion which they profess. The subject is of in-
finite importance; let it not be driven out of our
minds by the bustle or dissipation of life. This pre-
sent scene, with all its cares and all its gaieties, will
soon be rolled away, and " we must stand before the
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